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MEMBERS OF THE PARISH WHO ENTERED 

INTO THE NEARER PRESENCE OF OUR LORD 

IN THE YEAR 2009 

 
Jack Arnold 

Boies Coppinger 

George Dawley 

Peggy Dinehart 

Marie Eckert 

William Evers 

Anne George 

Kenneth Kelly 

Mildred Krebs 

Corrine Larson 

Allen Nelson 

Hazel Patterson 

Emma Saunders 

Dale Sherrett 

Olive Terry 

Larry Thomas 

Kenneth Thompson 

Frederic Upchurch 

Jean Van Ingen 

Ralph Walsh 

Gabriel Zoldi 

 

 



 

 

 

 

ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 

 

Grace and Opening prayers       Fr. Tracy Wilder 

Report on the Nominating committee      Sharon Van Loan 

Election of New Vestry Members and Diocesan Convention Delegates 

Reports Presented On Line (If you would like a printed copy, please sign name on signup sheet) 

Appointment of 2010 Senior Warden      Fr. Tracy Wilder 

Commissioning of Vestry Members      Fr. Tracy Wilder 

Closing Prayer and Adjournment      Fr. Tracy Wilder 

 

 

DIOCESAN CANON (VIII) REGARDING WHO IS QUALIFIED  

TO VOTE AND SERVE ON VESTRY 

 

 Section 2 Only communicant members of a Congregation who are eighteen years of 

age and over, whose names are duly enrolled as such in the Register of said Congregation, and 

who are regular in their attendance upon its services and make stated contributions of record to 

its general support, shall be a qualified Elector entitled to vote at the annual election of the 

Vestry or Vestry Committee thereof, except that sixteen and seventeen year old persons shall 

have seat, voice and vote in annual Parish elections, provided they shall have satisfied the other 

requirements of an Elector, except as to age.  The vote of no person shall be questioned unless 

his or her right to vote shall be first challenged by a qualified Elector.  In the event of such 

challenge, the right of such person shall be passed upon by a committee of three previously 

nominated by the Rector or Vicar, or in the event there shall be noRector or Vicar, then by the 

Senior Warden and confirmed by the Vestry or Vestry Committee, and the findings of such 

committee shall be final and binding. 

 

 Section 3 No person shall be eligible as a Warden or Vestry Member of Vestry 

Committee Member who is not a qualified Elector in the Congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MEET YOUR VESTRY CANDIDATES 
 

 Ed Brown - A member of the St. John the Divine family since 2001, I‟m in my sixth year with the  

 Pastoral Care Committee and currently part of the audio/video team at both campuses.  Since 2003, I„ve 
produced  a DVD video of church history, twice directed productions of “It‟s A Wonderful Life,” and hope to 
develop theatric cal entertainments that will produce significant revenues for church use, including the Organ Fund 
and to recover  costs of the audio/video installation at the SCC campus.   Formally with NBC News and WNEW 
Radio & TV in N.Y., I served for two years as Editor-in-Chief of The News of Sun City Center (04-06), and as a founder of 
The Performing Arts Club of SCC, wrote  and performed in numerous productions to raise funds for renovation of The 
Rollins Theater.  I‟ve been a member of CC‟s Security Patrol since 2003. 
 

 Debbie Carlisle  - Debbie Carlisle is a legal assistant at the law firm of de la Parte & Gilbert, P.A., 

which  specializes in the legal fields of eminent domain, environmental, government, health and water law.  She has 
more  than 15 years of experience in the legal fields of corporate, personal injury, gaming, sports and entertainment 
law.   She previously worked in professional baseball for 18 years at both the Major League and Minor League 
levels.   She obtained a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics Education from the University of South Florida and an 
Associates of Science in Liberal Arts with emphasis in Science from Hillsborough Community College.  Ms. Carlisle 
has been an Episcopalian her entire life, as her father was an Episcopal priest in the Diocese of Southwest Florida and 
served at parishes in the Tampa area.  Ms. Carlisle was baptized at St. Andrews Episcopal Church in Tampa and was 
confirmed as a child at our own St. John the Divine Episcopal Church in Ruskin.  She currently helps teach the youth 
during Sunday School, helps with both the Youth Group with Vacation Bible School.  In addition, Ms. Carlisle has 
served as a Girl Scout Leader for the past 6 years.  
 

Tom Kilbourn - I am pleased to be nominated for SJTD Vestry.  My Church background includes serving as 

an acolyte and acolyte leader/coordinator, usher and usher coordinator, youth group leader, men‟s group leader, and 
vestry member in various Episcopal churches.  At SJTD my main ministry involves the Men‟s Group, but I also help out 
around the church where needed.  Professionally, I started as a US Air Force officer/pilot flying KC & EC-135‟s.  I took 
an early retirement and entered the teaching profession, teaching high school history and government, earning National 
Board Certification plus AP teaching consultant.  Again I took an early retirement to follow an opportunity to help 
people through financial services at the John Hancock Financial Network in Sarasota – where I work today.  My wife 
Winnie and I have been SCC residence since July 2007, but attended SJTD when visiting my parents who lived in SCC 
for 27 years. 
 

Anne Walker  - I have been a member of Saint John Divine since moving full time to Sun City Center in 

2006. Prior to moving to Florida, I was a church consultant throughout New England. I have been on the vestry for 
 three years. I have been active in the youth program, Newcomers committee, VBS and the book club. Last  
summer I went on the Mission trip to the Dominican Republic.  I led a spiritual formation group this fall and will  
continue this spring.  I feel very blessed to have found SJD and our wonderful church family. 
 

Judy M. Weiffenbach - Judy Weiffenbach is a native of Lakeland, FL where she was raised in the Baptist 

church.   In 1968, while living in Key West, she became an Episcopalian and in 1972 was elected the first female 
member of the vestry of St Paul's Episcopal Church.  In 2001 she retired from the University of Central Florida where 
she was the Director of Nurses in the Student Health Services.  She was President of the Florida College Health 
Nurses' Association and President of the Southern College Health Association.  She was  a speaker at several 
meetings of the American College Health Association. After retiring Judy moved to Cape Canaveral and joined St. 
David's by the Sea in Cocoa Beach.  She was the Congregational Nurse and a member of the Vestry; also Senior 
Warden for a year.  In 2008 she moved to Sun City Center and quickly found and joined St. John the Divine.  Here she 
is active in the Women of St. John the Divine and will be Co-President next year.  She is Vice President of the 
Daughters of the King (DOK) and a member of the Newcomers' Committee; she teaches the Diocese-mandated 
“Safeguarding God's Children” class for the prevention of  childhood sexual abuse. Judy feels called to serve on the 
vestry because of the love and faith-based activities shared by the church members.  She will strive to support present 
programs and projects and to help implement  future endeavors. 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

PARISH STATISTICS FOR 2009 

 
 

1.  Total Number of Active Member Households 348  
 
2.  Total Number of Baptized Persons 369  
 
3.  Total Number of Other Individuals who worship at St. John the Divine 215 

(Winter residents & newly arrived year-round residents)  
 
4.  Holy Eucharist Services 

a.  Sunday Holy Communion 152 
 
b.  Weekday Holy Communion 12 
c.  Private Communion to Sick & Shut-In 206 
    (may include anointing of the sick)  
  

5.  Other Sacraments & Services 
a.  Holy Baptism .00 
b.  Marriage .00 
c.  Burials 15 

 
6.  Total Attendance for 2009 at All Services 16,718 
 
7.  Average Sunday Attendance for 52 Sundays 271 
 
8.  Attendance on Key Sundays 

a.  First Sunday in Lent 296 
b.  Easter Day 420 
c.  Pentecost Sunday 252 
d.  First Sunday in Advent 296 
e.  Christmas Eve & Christmas Day 430 
f.  Celebration Sunday 2/8/09 283 
g.  Dedication Sunday of SCC Church 7/26/09 403 

 
9.  Average Sunday Attendance by Service  

a.    7:30/8:00 74 
b.    9:00 100 
c.  11:00 103 

 
10.  Average amount pledges per unit at St. John the Divine (2009)   $1430.13 
     Average amount pledges per unit at St. John the Divine (2010) $1548.44 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 

Our 2009 and 2010 Ministry Program in Terms of $$$$$$$ 
 

 
 

2009 
ACTUAL*        

2009 
BUDGET* 

2010 
BUDGET*

* 

EXPENSES    

For ministering to the human and spiritual needs of 
God’s people 

  

141,161 $144,382 147,715 

For ministering to God’s people outside the parish 
 

29,779  29,779 33,191 

For maintaining our building and grounds 
 

27,225 25,035 44,233 

For operating our parish 
 

115,815  117,625 140,653 

For singing the praises of God 
 

33,664 30,623 34,925 

For deepening our knowledge, faith and fellowship 
 

1,308 1,960 2,900 

     TOTALS 
 

348,952 349,404 403,617 

INCOME    

Offerings and Pledges $342736 342154 $395,217 

Other Sources 
 

  6,925 7,250 7,200            

     TOTALS $349,661 $349,404 403,617 

 
 

Beginning and Ending Balances 
(includes checking, savings and 
certificates of deposit) 

January 2009 
 

$36,155 

December 2009 
 

$36,678 
 

 

 

1.  Rector’s salary, housing, pension, health dental and life insurance, social security, auto 
expense, professional expenses. Assisting Clergy salary and housing. Pastoral Care, 
Fellowship, Newcomers, Compassionate Friends. 

2. Diocesan apportionment; Rector’s discretionary fund; Outreach. 
3. Housekeeping expenses; casual labor; expenses to maintain, repair, and improve our 

parish properties. 
4. Administrative Assistant’s salary, social security, pension; Receptionist’s salary; 

property insurance; utilities; office expenses; administrative expenses. 
5. Organist/Choir Director’s salary, health and life insurance; professional expenses; 

supply organist; music and worship materials, including altar supplies. 
6. Christian education expenses, including  materials for adult and children’s education 



 

 

programs. 
 
 
NOTE:  *2009 figures include 6 months of expenses for SCC Campus. 
    2010 Budget figures include 12 months of  expenses for SCC Campus.  

 
 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
 
     BUILDING  FUND  2009 

        
        
        
        
Beginning Balance  1/1/2009                                                                                              $ 258,994 
        
Income        
Contributions, Deposits & Fund Raising                                      10,680   
Pledges                                                                                        93,548   
New Church Gifts                                                                         99,377   
Encore Bank line of Credit                                                      1,201,282   
 Subtotal Income                                                                                          $1,404,887  
        
        
        
Expenses        
Architectural, Contractor &        
            Engineering                                                             1,121,950   
Furnishings                                                                               79,492   
Interest Expense                                                                       67,127   
Utilities, Impact Fee                                                                  16,253   
Kitchen                                                                                     66,427   
ORGAN                                                                                    17,738   
AUDIO/VISUAL                                                                        60,976   
OTHER                                                                                    16,175   
 Subtotal Expenses                                                                                     $1,446,138  
 
 
Ending Balance  12/31/2009                                                                                                $  
217,743 
Liability        
Encore Bank Line of Credit       $1,600,000   
 
 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
 

Beginning Balance 1/1/09   
 $5,323.62 
 Income       $16,597.90 
 
 Expenses 
CM Almy (Frontals, Linens -SCC)      12,887.45 
Dues                 20.00 
Flowers     5,594.80 
Joy Sparkman (Misc. items) 722.38 
Forms In Sculpture  (silver, repairs, refinishing) 1,241.14 
Hosts 120.62 
Lectern Book & Gospel-SCC 350.00 



 

 

BCP & Hymnal for Fr. Tracy 85.08 
Roses (Mothers Day) 160.95 
M & M  Printing (Xmas Envelopes) 63.00 
Total Expenses $21,245.42 
 
Ending Balance 12/31/09 $ 676.10  

 
 
 

WOMEN OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 
 
 

Beginning Balance – January 1, 2009     $ 3,463 
 
Income 
Rummage Sale $6,494 
Bazaar        5,440 
United Thank Offering            590 
CPC             139 
Cookbooks            155 
Jewelry            470 
Bake Sales            327 
Used Books               15 
Outreach               78 
Meeting Expense            380 
   Subtotal Income 
    $14,088 
 
Expenses 
Rummage Sale    $  522 
Bazaar      1,164 
United Thank Offering        590 
Meeting Expense         663 
Gifts           425 
Outreach      8,206 
St. John the Divine Building Fund      983 
St. John the Divine Operating Fund   3,659  
   Subtotal Expenses     $16,212 
 
 
Ending Balance – December 31, 2009     $ 1,339 
 
NOTE: Cookbook sales have been transferred to  
  St. John the Divine Building Fund 

 

 

 

MEN OF ST. JOHN 

 

Beginning Balance 1/1/09       $ 565.73 

 

Income         1195.00 



 

 

 

Expenses           703.47 

 

Ending Balance 12-31-09       $1057.26 

 

 

 

REPORTS 

 
 

BUILDING COMMITTEE 

 
 When you put this year in perspective, this truly has been a glorious and rewarding year for St. 
John the Divine. True, many people gave of themselves with their many talents to help us achieve our 
goal in providing a church in the Sun City Center Community, but we also know that none of this would 
have happened without the help and guidance of our Lord.  We all are experiencing all of the FIRSTS 
and in some cases, the one and only celebrations in our new building.  Just think of it, the Bishop led and 
blessed the dedication of our new building. This is a once in a lifetime event that we were privileged to 
experience.  Here are some of the FIRSTS:  
 
 The feeding of 300 plus people at our dedication luncheon, Our first musical performance, Choir 
in new choir loft, Projection and video from the sound stage, It's a Wonderful Life stage presentation and 
just think, we just celebrated our first candlelit Christmas Service. These are cherished moments that will 
be with us for the rest of our lives. 
 
For all practical purposes, the church is completed. There are only three items that still are works in 
progress: One is the ORGAN completion and two is the STORAGE  room and the other is the KITCHEN.  
I wish to take this opportunity to recognize and thank the Building Committee for not only their support in 
this monumental task, but also for the countless hours given to make all of this such a rewarding 
accomplishment. Thank you also to all parishioners that gave of their time, talent and funds. We can only 
look forward !   And what a wonderful future lies ahead for us at St. John the Divine       

 

        Jack R. Edison 

        Building Committee Chair 

 

PROPERTY 
 

At year end 2009, it was recognized that two maintenance teams were needed to handle the 
maintenance of our two campuses. Teams of volunteers were set up to meet on Thursday mornings at 
the Ruskin campus and Monday mornings at the Sun City Center campus. The Ruskin maintenance team 
is headed up by Larry Klevan. His team includes Mark and Annie Hunter, Vince Thompson, Richard 
Barrett, Armand Villemaire, Matt Webb, Gene Hemingway, Don Wilbert, Roger Mills, and Walter 
Croll. There are several other one-time volunteers, such as the ladies that helped paint the Parish Hall in 
Ruskin this past November. At the Sun City Center campus ,the Building Committee and contractor work 
is diminishing and the maintenance work increasing. The Jr. Warden, Walter Croll started a clean up crew 
for Monday mornings which includes Linda  Hertlein, Shirley Lingertot, and Tom Kilbourn.  Also working 
on the SCC campus team is Matt Webb, Jim Symons, Jack Edison, Bucky Devling, Roger Mills and 
Walter Croll. In 2010 Ron Geywits and Deborah Croll are joining the team. We wish to thank them for all 
the work time and effort they provided to keep both campuses well maintained while keeping the labor 
cost down. 
 
During 2009, the Ruskin major repairs requiring outside professional services included replacing; one of 
the air-conditioners, two return air grills and ducts, a heater in a A/C unit, a commode in the parish hall 
bathroom and repairing a major water line slow leak crack. We did have a lightening strike this year 
causing over $7500.00 worth of damage, but fortunately the insurance covered all but the deductible 
$500.00.  The parish hall coffee maker was repaired and partially replaced. 
  
See the 2010 budget for Building and Grounds anticipated costs for 2010. I would like to point out that the 



 

 

recovering of the surface of the parking lot at the Ruskin campus could not be budgeted (not enough 
pledge income).  It will probably run as high as $10,000.00 to do what is required.  If this is not done in 
2010, the surface will continue to worsen and cost will continue to rise. 
  
I want to thank everyone, many have helped and not been named above, who gave their time and 
expertise to maintain our church with a special thanks to Boise Coppinger, who died this past year, for the 
work he did maintaining the a/c filter systems.   
 Walter J. Croll 
 Jr. Warden 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
2009 has been a year much list the several years prior. Chuck Wirick continues with his Old Testament 
study – now on Thursdays. Allie Maiocchi continues with her New Testament study – now winding up with 
the Book of Revelation! It’s only taken her class eight (that’s right 8) years to go through the entire Old 
Testament and New Testament. And, now they’re finishing up!  AMEN! And my New Testament class in 
Life Application continues as well. We’re up to 15 people now – all enjoying how the study relates to their 
everyday life experiences. 
It’s time for a change of administration, though. It’s time for someone new to step up to the plate and take 
over the orchestration. We need someone with some “fresh ideas” and some excitement about what 
could be done differently, and new. I think everyone comes to longevity of time when they’ve been in the 
job long enough. I’ve come to that time. Adult Christian Education is in need of a new perspective, a new 
excitement, a new leader. Let’s pray that someone will step up to the plate now, as I am stepping down! 
        Trish Saalbach 

 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 
For many years, St. John the Divine has been blessed with the opportunity to teach children about Jesus. 
During this time of transition (beginning our two-campus ministry), our vision is to continue providing 
excellent Christian education for children. 
Children attend the 9:00 service with their parents. The children read the Scripture lesson, lead the 

prayers, and serve as acolytes and ushers. They hear a Children's Sermon using puppets, 
drama, and object lessons to bring Bible stories to life. After receiving communion or a blessing, 
children four years and older go with their leaders to the Annex for Sunday School. We offer a 
unique Sunday School curriculum called LIVE B.I.G. "Believe in God, believe also in me."- John 
14:1, where children hear, see, and live their belief in God. The children enjoy videos, music, a 
Bible lesson, crafts, and snacks. 

The Youth Group, ages 11 to 14, meets on the first and third Sunday from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. for games, 
singing, a Bible lesson, crafts, and Prayer and Share time. They also go on recreational outings 
and do service projects. 

The children participate in a Christmas pageant or play at the 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service, and this 
year, the children presented an Easter play. 

Vacation Bible School meets for one week during the summer. Children from four to ten years old enjoy 
this multi-sensory Bible-learning experience; older youth and adults serve on the staff. In 2009, 
69 children plus 18 youth helpers discovered God's presence, power, and love at CROCODILE 
DOCK. 

We at St. John the Divine are here to help children learn about God and know His love. 
        Connie Keister 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

CURSILLO 
 

Once again this was a blessed year for the Cursillistas of St. John the Divine. 
 
In February Ella Blades, Nancy Lillie and Wendy Smith make their weekend at DaySpring.  The theme 
was “Abba Father”. Dick and Barb Gingrich, Annie Hunter and Allie Maiocchi served on the team. 
 
We had several parish Ultreyas in 2009. These have been well attended by Cursillistas from the parish as 
well as others who are interested in attending a weekend Cursillo.  We found that Sunday after the 11am 
service is a good time to meet. 
 
And finally, our Fourth Day is alive and well – as we have 4 active groups who meet regularly to maintain 
their apostolic action.  In addition, there are other Cursillistas who meet on a regular basis in bible 
studies, prayer time, etc. 
 
Cursillo is active and alive in our church – thanks be to God Almighty! 
 
        Barbara Gingrich 
 

 

 

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING 

 

 

St. Teresa of Avila Chapter of the Daughters of the King elected new officers in 2009.  These 

Daughters will serve until 2012.  President - Barbara Gingrich, Vice President - Judy 

Weiffenbach, Treasurer - Barbara Marafiotte and Secretary - Sally Sutton. 

 

The Daughters meet monthly, usually the first Sunday of the month at the SCC campus. 

 

Many of us attended both the Spring Retreat and the Fall Assembly which were held at 

DaySpring.  

 

Easter baskets filled with loving prayers and gifts as well as Christmas stockings were given to 

the shut-ins in the parish.   

 

A new ministry was begun with Mary Stone as Chairperson.  This is a Helping Hands Ministry.  

The Daughters will visit the sick, drive parishioners to appointments, grocery shop and even 

provide meals for those who require these needs.  

 

We have provided coffee hour treats on several occasions and snacks for those who attended the 

service, “When Christmas Hurts”. 

 

The Daughters have vowed to pray daily, especially for our church family, to serve our parish 

when our priests have a need for us and to evangelize by living a life dedicated to our Lord.  We 

do this For His Sake. 

 

        Barbara Gingrich 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITATION 

  
The Lay Eucharistic Visitors are part of the pastoral care program. 
Currently, we have nine individuals who are an active part of this ministry, taking communion to those in 
the hospital, nursing homes and homebound. 
  
Thanks to all of the faithful visitors and for the support of the priests and congregation of St. John the 
Divine. 
 
 Sheila Greason, Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE 

The Committee meets the second Wednesday of the month at 3:00 p.m.  Looking back, at the 
experience of being one of the co-chairs for the past nine years I see that the dedication of the committee 
members has remained genuine.  I also have been blessed on the committee by being a small part of 
meeting of many wonderful people, who are going through illness, adjusting to life changes, recovery, 
grieving, healing and their thankfulness to God.   

As a committee, visits, cards, calls, and tapes/CD’s remain the main focus to assist Fr. Tracy and Fr. 
Harry.  Other committee’s: Lay Eucharistic Visitors, Compassionate Friends, Altar Flower Delivery, 
Prayers and Squares, Daughter’s of the King and loving members of St. John the Divine helping 
members are separate from the committee but are also a big part of this ministry. 

With the New Year we are looking at ways of how to better reach out to those in need and to address 
concerns of someone being overlooked.  With the two churches, many programs, constant changes in 
technology, computer glitches, privacy laws, the complicated medical system, and on and on….We can 
still “Stand at the crossroad and look, ask where the good way is, and walk in it…” Jer. 6:16.  Prays and 
suggestions will be appreciated.  If you have interest in joining the committee, come to a meeting.  As 
one of the co-chairs I would appreciate a new co-chair to work with to help co-ordinate. 

Again “THANK YOU” to all the committee members and the opportunity to be part of this ministry. 

        Jo Arendt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

PUBLICITY/COMMUNICATIONS  

 

¶ E-Bulletin, Weekly  ð The e-bulletin that is derived from the Sunday church 

bulletin has gotten very high marks this year.  The parishioners in number 

have expressed their enjoyment of receiving this bulletin, esp ecially from 

the òsnow angels.ó 

 

¶ Newsletter (Revelations) ð The newsletter remains an effective tool of 

communication from the Rector, and committee chairs to the parishioners.   

Also includes updated budget information, vestry highlights, upcoming 

events and success on past events and occasional pictures.   

  

Á Publicity  -  Articles of upcoming events, pictures and articles of past 

events, are submitted to The Sun, The Observer News, The South Shore 

News, The Brandon Section of the Tribune, The Tampa Times, The Osprey 

News, jbowker -e-news, villagertodaynews, e -news, Community News, and St. 

Johnõs official website weekly throughout the year.    We have been 

fortunate to receive good publicity in the media and hopefully have been 

successful in bringing positive exposure and attention to our two church 

campuses and its activities.   

 

Á  Bulletin Board  - Pictures and newspaper articles are posted on the Parish 

Hall bulletin board for all to view.  The pictures/newspaper articles are then 

placed into a scrapbook.  We have Volumes I, II and III.   
 

Á E-Mail ð An updated e-mail list is done by office personnel periodically.  

Important or pertinent information that hopes to reach parishioners in a 

speedy manner are sent via e -mail.  This, of course, does not reach all of the 

people but is successful in reaching a notable pe rcentage.  

 

Á St. Johnõs Website ð The website is currently òunder construction.ó 

 

Á Programs & Ministries  directory has been revised to be put into a òbookletó 

form and is updated as requested and/or required.  

  

        Carole Del Castillo  

        Communication Chair  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS COMMITTEE  
 
 
The purpose of the New Members Committee is to make guests feel welcome and become active 
members of St. John the Divine, to attract people to the church, and to bring the gospel message to the 
unchurched. We have had a busy year, successfully implementing the many tasks of this committee. 
 
At each service, greeters welcome newcomers and give them a Welcome Packet and a "Divine Duckie". 
Newcomers have a "sponsor" to help them feel at home and make friends at the church. 
 
This committee hosts receptions to officially welcome and orient newcomers; a reception was held in 
January, 2010. We also organize New Member Recognition Days to celebrate the commitment made by 
those who formally join St. John the Divine. In 2009, we received 20 new members. 
 
In March, we hosted a table at the Sun City Center FunFest. 
 
This committee organizes walks through new neighborhoods near St. John the Divine to meet and invite 
residents to our church. 
 
We regularly participate in the Apollo Beach, Ruskin, and Sun City Center chambers of commerce 
activities and trade shows. 
 
Members of the committee assist Fr. Tracy in an adult Inquirers' Class; this six-session class, beginning 
in January, is designed for persons new to the Episcopal Church, new to this parish, long-time 
Episcopalians, or just interested in the Christian faith. 
 
The Welcome Center at each campus contains information about the Episcopal Church and St. John the 
Divine, a sign-up sheet for name badges, and other appropriate items. 
 
The New Members Committee meets at 3:00 p.m., the first Wednesday of each month. We welcome you 
to become a part of this rewarding ministry. I thank the enthusiastic and dedicated members of this 
committee for their faithful work. 
 
        Connie Keister 
        Chairperson 
 
 
 

THE WOMEN OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 
 

The mission of the Women of St. John the Divine is "To serve the church with outreach and community 
service, sharing faith-filled fellowship with all women". 
General meetings are held between September and May on the second Thursday of the month. We 
welcome all women of the church and guests. Our meetings include a devotional, program, and lunch. In 
2009, we enjoyed the following programs: 

Tour of the Good Samaritan Mission with lunch 
Presentation about the Community Cupboard Food Pantry and Angel's Attic Thrift Shop 
Annual Women's Quiet Day: the Rev. Mary Anne Dorner led us in meditations and reflections on The 

Prayer of St. Francis 
"The Language of Flowers" presented by Julia of Julia's Florist, and a power point presentation about 

The Sisters of St. Mary annual silent retreat. 
End-of-the-year party  
"Dreams", presented by Carol Oschmann 
Christmas musical program, presented by Chuck Wirick 

The annual Rummage Sale and Christmas Bazaar again were outstanding successes. In addition, we 
sold jewelry from the Boutique on Wheels and held a bake sale at the Sun City Center Area Chamber of 
Commerce Spring Trade Fair. Due to the efforts of all who helped with and supported these events, we 
were able to give $8982.15 to local,national, and international outreach projects and to St. John the 



 

 

Divine. Along with these financial contributions, through the monthly outreach focus program we donated 
needed items to designated charitable organizations. This year the outreach focuses included the 
following: Mary and Martha House; Kairos Prison Ministry; Episcopal Relief and Development; 
Cornerstone Kids; Easter baskets for children at the Good Samaritan Mission; St. John the Divine 
emergency food shelf and the Community Cupboard Food Pantry; food, money, and blankets and warm 
clothing for the Good Samaritan Mission and the Lord's Lighthouse; toys for the children of the Lord's 
Lighthouse, and Christmas stockings for the children at the Good Samaritan Mission's day care program. 
The cookbook produced in 2005 by the Women of St. John the Divine, Feeding the Flock, contains 
almost 400 recipes contributed by members of our congregation and friends. Over $4,000.00 has been 
raised so far, and ALL the money goes to the St. John the Divine Building Fund. Now is a good time for 
you to buy cookbooks (only $10.00 each)! 
The Church Periodical Club collection, the "Jar of Pennies", helps fund an outreach program to provide 
books for children. Donations to the United Thank Offering Ingathering exceeded $600.00. 
The Crafters meet regularly to make crafts to be sold at the Bazaar. Several women are involved in the 
prayer quilt ministry (Prayers and Squares). Our women continue to knit baby hats for newborns at local 
hospitals. We have a Paperback Book Exchange; donate your used books, and buy another for just 25 
cents!  
Officers for the 2009-2010 program year are Connie Keister (president), Charlene Wirick (vice-president), 
Katherine Lanoue (secretary), and Helen Wagner (treasurer). All women of the parish are members of the 
Women of St John the Divine and are invited to share our fellowship and spiritual nourishment. 
       Connie Keister 
       President 
 
 
 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
The Outreach Committee continues to focus on monthly specific needs in the community and 
internationally through ERD. The Committee members are Karin Risley, Nancy Sheridan, Connie Keister, 
Charlene Wirick, Katherine Lanoue, Carole Elliott, Millie Walsh and John Posey. 
This year we focused on: 

1. The Lord’s Lighthouse/ Good Samaritan- food, warm clothing , blankets through the year and 
highlighted several  months 

2. Metropolitan  Ministries- hygiene items for the homeless in Tampa 
3. ERD- mosquito nets to stop malaria 
4. ERD- purchase of chickens and goats to provide income for overseas families 
5. Kairos- cash and cookies to support the team working in local prison ministries 
6. Local Elementary Schools- donations for the principal’s discretionary fund 
7. Mary Martha House- supplies needed for homeless families and their children 
8. Cornerstone Kids- The St. James House of Prayer Episcopal  Church in Tampa –disposable 

items for the dinner program for inner city kids 
9. African crafts- bought by our congregation to support African families 
10.  Meals on Wheels- delivering meals for Kings Point and SCC residents who need assistance with 

meals. 
11.  Souper Bowl of Sharing – our Sunday school kids collected  donations for Good Samaritan and 

the Community Cupboard 
12.  Toiletry items- donated to the homeless by Carole Elliott 

 
Carole Del Castillo made a second Outreach poster for the SCC campus Outreach table to highlight  all 
the activities we are involved in. 
 
Katherine Lanoue  created slides to promote each month’s focus. They are shown on the projection 
screen before each Sunday’s service to remind the congregation what is happening each month. 
 
        Karin Risley 
 

 
 

HOSPITALITY/FELLOWSHIP 
 

Chairperson:  Linda Barnum 



 

 

Committee Members:  Juanita Butte, Maggie Pliska, Barb Gingrich & Pheme Torres. 
 
Linda Barnum was voted into the position of Hospitality/Fellowship Chairperson for the Ruskin Campus 
on September 13, 2009. 
 
Our committee is responsible for the parish hall decorations, back up for the Coffee angels, (in case no 
one shows up to do the coffee).  We make sure that a “Coffee angel” signs up to do coffee and snacks.  
Maggie Pliska was voted in to purchase coffee hour food and drinks and keep an inventory of food and 
drinks. The tables are to be dressed/setup each Sunday in preparation for Sunday’s coffee 
hour/fellowship time.  If there is any function that takes place at the Ruskin church that requires food 
preparation, it is the responsibility of this committee to organize and prepare food and drinks and table set 
up.  Volunteer donations have been very low, so we have been asking fellow parishioners to donate 
breakfast “goodies” for this hour. 
 
This year Fall decorations were provided for by searching the attic in the annex and finding all the fall 
decorations needed.  We decorated for Fall in October of 2009.  Many compliments were given to the 
committee for how festive it looked. 
 
Meeting Dates:  Sept. 30

th
, Nov. 11, Dec. 1 

 
Winter/Christmas decorations: 
 
The committee decorated the parish hall and narthex from old decorations that we had in the annex attic. 
New table cloths and beautiful center pieces were donated from an anonymous donor.  Four Christmas 
trees were in the narthex and parish hall.  The Clavens (Larry & Peggy) donated the beautiful Christmas 
tree that was in the narthex.  The church looked so beautiful, as many fellow parishioners complimented 
our efforts. 
 
Summary 
In the four months of being the chairperson for this committee we had no operating funds (to speak of) 
and some of the decorations were donated, but most of the seasonal decorations came from the annex 
attic.  It has been a fun experience to head up this committee and work with such wonderful committee 
members.  Every member of our church is so grateful for all the work we do.  I look forward to serving 
our Lord in this position in the future. 

    Linda Barnum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALTAR GUILD 

 



 

 

     We have had another busy year of Altar Guild duty. Some of our members have had to 

“retire” with health issues or increasing physical limitations. We have a couple of new members, 

and we’re very thankful to have them. All our current members have been so dedicated and 

faithful, which is the only reason we can accomplish all that we do!  

     We have two Altar Guild meetings a year, in the spring and fall, and at that time everyone 

signs up on the monthly duty rosters for the next 6 months.  

     On Saturdays, the group from the three different services scheduled on duty for that Sunday, 

meet at 9 AM, go to pick up the flowers and do all the set-up and preparations for Sunday. On 

Sunday morning they arrive early to do the final set-ups, and count parishioners as they arrive for 

each service. After the service they take down, clean and set up for the next service, often with 

little time in between. Other Altar Guild members, not even on duty, all pitch in to help make 

this all happen. They also launder and iron all the small linen pieces. In addition to the three 

services each Sunday, we cover Weddings, and Memorial services (Christenings take additional 

set ups if during a service). 

     In March and April we began all the planning of what we would need to outfit two 

churches, planning the Sacristy, cabinets, equipment and supplies. We also started planning for 

the splitting of the Altar Guild duties for two different campuses. 

     In May we began all the ordering of new Altar hangings, to fit the new church, vestments, 

linens, candlesticks, vases, processional candles, candle lighter/snuffers, offering plates, silver 

chalices & patens, oil cruets, and on and on! We tried to order just what we needed to “get 

started”, waiting on special contributions and memorials from church members (We still need 

more)!  Thankfully we were able to use funds from a permanent Memorial account that Louise 

Hutt’s family had set up specifically for special Altar Guild needs to order the many expenses 

not covered by contributions. 

     Starting July 19
th

 we split into the two “campuses”, with 8 AM & 11 AM services in the 

new Sun City Center church, and the 9 AM service in Ruskin. This has meant double duty for all 

Saturday set-ups and Sunday services. This has been a REAL challenge!! 

     We order all the flowers for Sunday’s services and special services from Harriet’s Florist, 

pick them up on Saturday morning and take back the empty flower holders to Harriet’s after the 

services on Sunday.  

     When we split to the two campuses, our flower donation lists were also split, since we need 

flowers in the two churches (so we need twice as many people to sign up to donate flowers now). 

We ordered two sets of silk arrangements to “fill in” for when nobody has signed up to donate 

flowers for a particular Sunday. 

     Sylvia Silk, in our church office, helps me sort out every week who is donating flowers, 

which church and for what. Molly Smeaton takes care of arranging that the Altar flowers get 

delivered to parishioners on our prayer list after the 9 AM Ruskin service and after the 11:00 AM 

service in SCC every Sunday, Easter & Christmas! 

     Ruth Sample has been keeping the clergy vestments clean and ready at all times, double 

duty with two campuses! 

     Our Celebration Sunday was back at the SCC Community Hall, so that meant packing up 

everything in Ruskin, setting up for the special service there, VERY early, cleaning up then 

packing up, back to Ruskin, re-wash everything and putting away (Took us all day). We’re SO 

happy to be having it in our own new church for 2010. 

     Special Palms are ordered for Palm Sunday, and bare branches for Advent. For Mother’s 

Day, we had carnations for all the ladies, and chocolate candy bars for the men on Father’s Day. 

     We had special offerings for Easter flowers and for Christmas flowers, the red poinsettias. 

     Wafers are ordered as our supply gets lower, usually twice a year. We order wine and 

candle oil in large amounts (to get a special price), and we had to order TWICE during 2009 due 

to all the very large special services that were held in our new Sun City Center church.  

    We had one silver wine cruet that was damaged and had to be repaired a couple of times. We 

also had the bright brass Paschal Candle stabilized and the Advent wreath attachment repaired 



 

 

for SCC. We had the Bronze Paschal Candle stabilized and refinished for Ruskin. We had the 

offering plates re-finished, and a candle snuffer/lighter repaired and re-finished. We had the 

brass & bronze Crucifix re-finished (very old and beautiful), so that we could use it in our new 

church. 

     Fr. Tracy “lost” his prayer book at the big Celebration Sunday service in the SCC 

Community Hall, so we bought him a new one (He subsequently found it, but now has one for 

each church, so he really did need it). He also needed a new Alb, for running back & forth to the 

two campuses. 

Last year we were looking forward to an exciting 2009, and we sure had it!! For 2010 we’re 

praying for help! We need more members on our Altar Guild. We would love to have you join 

us! 

 

                                                                                Joy Sparkman, 

Altar Guild Directress 

 

 

SENIOR WARDENS’ ANNUAL REPORT 

Well, we got through 2009 but it sure was a busy year around Saint John the Divine. 

The East campus on Del Webb east was completed and the first services were held July 19 with 
the following Sunday being the consecration of the new church facilities with Bishop Dabney 
Smith officiating. It was a beautiful service with 403 in attendance. 

 5ǳŜ ǘƻ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
consecration, mainly the kitchen and the organ. We finally got our certificate of occupancy from 
Hillsborough County on October 9. The organ has not been completed yet, but oh so many 
pipes and wires.  We are getting close but no date has been given as of yet. 

 The people of Saint John the Divine through their generous gifts and memorials have 
furnished our new church building. It is absolutely beautiful and very functional.  A big thank 
you goes out to all who have helped to make this all possible. There are still several items on 
the gifting list that are needed so feel free to make a donation or a memorial. 

 LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wǳǎƪƛƴ /ŀƳǇǳǎ ƭŀǘŜƭȅ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘake the opportunity in order to 
ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ Ƙŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊŜǊƻƻƳΦ ! ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴŜ ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƎŀǾŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
days of their time to install a new suspended ceiling in the parish hall and narthex. Then they 
applied a fresh coat of paint to the walls in the parish hall, store room and vesting room.  It 
looks very bright and clean.  

 We continue to be a very busy church with so many ministries that both the east and west 
campuses are being utilized on a daily basis. It is so wonderful that we are able to spread the 
Gospel, of our Lord Jesus Christ, to the communities of Ruskin, Sun City Center, Wimauma, 
Apollo Beach, Gibsonton, Parrish and Riverview. We have something for everyone.  We now 
have AA and Alanon meetings being held at both campuses. We continue our in-house 
ministries that reach out to all our members and the community. Bible Studies, Merry Widows, 
/ƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ¢ƘŜ aŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳōΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
list goes on, thanks to the work of all our caring members and staff.   



 

 

 hǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ [ƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
looking for to reach out to the migrant community. This ministry continues to grow due to the 
hard work of the Rev. Bill and Dora Cruz along with their staff. The Sunday worship service has 
an average of about 110 in attendance and during the week they provide food and services to 
150 to 200 people. 

 We are definitely on growing in attendance.  In comparing the attendance for all Sunday 
services from July 19, 2008 to December 28, 2008 against those of July 19, 2009 to 
December27, 2009 the numbers indicate we had an average Sunday attendance for all three 
services of 228 for 2008 compared to 262 for 2009, an increase of 34 worshipers per week. 
¢ƘŜǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜǾŜƴ ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wǳǎƪƛƴ /ŀƳǇǳǎΦ  
¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƭƭ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǘ {ŀƛƴǘ WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛƴŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŘƻƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ   9ŀŎƘ 
and every member is an important part of this ministry that God has entrusted to us.   

  As your Senior Warden I want to thank each and every one for your support and dedication.  

        In Christ service, 

        Roger Mills, Senior Warden 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


